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profited by the turn of events, will be told in a succeeding
volume. But the blame surely rests on the Bhosles them-
selves. It was the quarrels of Tarabai and Shahu that led (
to the rise of Balaji Vishvanath. It was the sedition of '
Sambhaji that created the ascendancy of Bajirao. It was
the bickerings of Sagunabai and Sakwarbai, the monstrous
ambition and inveterate malice of Tarabai that led to the
sovereignty of Balaji and the fall of the house of Shivaji.
To use the well-known phrase of Napoleon, the first minister
did not take the crown from another's brow. He picked
it out of the gutter, where it had fallen. But whosesoever
the fault, the consequences were certain. With the im-
prisonment of Ramraja the epic of the Bhosles ended.
The Chitpavan epic had begun.